Initial assessment and management of common fractures.
The initial assessment and management of all fractures follows a standard protocol. All fractured extremities require a thorough neurovascular examination and evaluation of the skin. Fractures are evaluated and described using standard terminology. These important descriptors include open versus closed fractures, the anatomic location of the fracture, the degree and type of displacement, and the fracture pattern. This forces one to become familiar with the personality of the fracture and ultimately facilitates patient care.